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S T  M A T T H I A S  N E W S L E T T E R

These are the things we are going to do to open our 
school safely.

We aim to return to normal school as soon as 
possible.  To start with our school will not be how 
any of us want it to be.  I think it will be hard going, 
we will need to be kind to each other.

Getting your child’s education going again is 
important.  We will work hard to help them return 
to school then catch up.  If you read some of 
this and think it is a bit harsh and preachy then I 
apologise.  It seems to me that if we don’t have a 
school with everyone doing what we expect then it 
puts others at risk.  We care about our children and 
will be kind.  We will also be doing a fair bit of tough 
love too.  

We will need two things from everyone.
1. Be calm and work with each other
2. Make sure we are prepared

If one or both of these two things are missing we 
will find it difficult to do school safely.  If students 
or staff arrive in the wrong frame of mind or are 
not ready, school will not work.  Being blunt, anyone 
not working with us or not prepared for school 
will have to go home, work there and then return 
as soon as possible with both things sorted.  That 
includes the adults as well as the children.

The rest of this issue of the school newsletter gives 
you our plan for getting school going.  It will change 
either because things are going well or because 
there is a problem.  Our plans try to anticipate what 
could happen.  

Dean Coombes - Headteacher 
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Visitors to school
We are discouraging visitors to school.  That includes 
parents and family members.  If you need to come into 
school we should talk on the phone and agree a time so 
we can be ready for you - this includes coming in to buy 
uniform or sort out a new iPad!

Drop off and pick up 
It is important that you do not use the area outside the 
school gates to drop off your children by car.  The best 
place to drop children off and to pick them up again is along 
the Deans Road to the left of the school as you look at it 
or better still the other side of the flats on the Deans Road 
in the little road that runs parallel to the Willenhall Road 
leading to the Merry Boys pub.  Waiting or turning in the 
area in front of the school gates is dangerous, especially 
in the rain when parents feel most inclined to stop there.  
Please drop your children safely at a short distance from 
school. 



UNIFORM
The same as it has always been. There has been time to 
purchase new uniform, so we expect everything including the 
correct footwear.  No correct footwear; no school.

We are expecting blazers to be worn.  For those starting in 
year 7 or for students who have grown out of their blazer we 
will be fitting and selling blazers during the first few weeks.  
No rush on this. 

Ties and scarves can also be purchased once we are back. We 
will let you know when we can start doing this. 

PE KIT
PE kit will also be available to purchase during the first few 
weeks.  Until this task is completed, children should wear 
simple PE kit – not heavily branded.  On the day that your 
child has PE we would like them to wear their kit to school 
rather than their school uniform.  This may confuse everyone 
to start with, but we do not have a better way to ensure 
children are safe.  Our changing rooms will only be open for 
children to leave their belongings safely.  Valuables should 
as always be handed to the PE teacher in charge for safe 
keeping.

For information – St Matthias PE kit consists of:
• Plain navy blue top or with the school logo. (No other 

sport prints such as Nike, Adidas etc) 
• Light Blue shorts (Small logo such as Nike tick is 

acceptable but not heavily printed or patterned) 
• Blue football socks. The only tracksuit options are 

the ones provided by the school. (No Nike, Adidas or 
patterned hoodies or tracksuits).

• A plain navy jumper is allowed during the winter months 
but again it has to be plain and unbranded/patterned. 
Primark have been known to supply them relatively 
cheap

• Trainers 

FACE MASKS
The advice is for people to wear face masks on public 
transport and for these to be kept in a bag when not in 
use. 

Most people have accepted the idea of wearing a face 
covering or mask in a shop or in other enclosed spaces 
as reasonable.  Current advice to schools is for masks 
not to be worn.   I for one do not like face masks and 
have not worn one throughout the pandemic other than 
more recently when I pop to the shops.  That said I will 
be encouraging staff to wear a mask as often as possible 
for the first two weeks reopening our school.  During 
this first two weeks if you would like your child to wear 
a mask then I will respect that.  At the end of the two 
weeks we can look at the impact of school opening 
across the country and then, I hope, agree to lose the 
face masks.  I don’t much want to be in a school with 
face masks but I’m willing to give it a go for two weeks as 
we explore the unknown world of a full school during a 
pandemic.  

See guidance on next page



UNIFORM

PE KIT

FACE MASKS



SCHOOL EQUIPMENT
The same as its always been. Particularly important that all students have their own equipment 
and are prepared for learning. 

 
 
In a recent issue of ‘Look Up’ Liz Freeman our Educational 
Psychologist wrote about Energy drinks. If you missed it 
please read it.

HAND WASHING & SANITISING

Remember to do this...

HAVE YOU WASHED YOUR 
HANDS?

Before you leave the house
When you get to school
After going to the toilet
Before you eat
After break and PE
Before you leave school

Have you washed 
your hands?

Remember to do this ...

After going to the toilet

After break and PE

Before you leave the house

When you get to school

Before you eat

WaterSoap Paper towelWash for 
20 seconds

Paper Paper 
toweltowel

DRYDRY

We are told that the best defence against the virus 
is regular hand washing.  We will be encouraging 
everyone to wash their hands properly on arrival and 
throughout the day.  Hand sanitiser is located around 
school, but we would recommend that everyone 
carries their own.

CLEANING
The school is being cleaned throughout the day and 
then thoroughly every evening.  Door handles, toilets 
and regularly used communal areas have a dedicated 
cleaner working throughout the school day.

Sanitiser



SCHOOL EQUIPMENT FOOD

All students are encouraged to eat a 
healthy balanced diet. Students are 
therefore not allowed to bring in items 
such as: large bars of chocolate, family 
sized packets of crisps, packets of biscuits 
or any sugar / energy drinks. Chewing 
gum is not allowed in school.

 PROMOTING HEALTHY LIFESTYLES

Drinking in 
lessons

Clear, still, flavoured/unflavoured 
water in a clear bottle

 is allowed.

To start with the only school food available will be at 
lunchtime and to students entitled to free school meals.  It 
will be delivered to tutor rooms where all students will eat 
before going to their designated areas in the building or 
outside for lunch break.  There will be no breakfast food or 
break time food.  We hope to change this as soon as we can. 
It is therefore really important that every child has water and 
a break time snack.  If they do not receive a free school meal 
they will need a packed lunch.  Having a packed lunch with 
real food everyday means being prepared.  There will be no 

spare food available for children who do not bring a packed 
lunch.  Children without food will not be able to do school 
properly.  Please make sure your child has proper food to 
eat.  If you give your child money to buy something on the 
way to school at the shop we will be checking to see what 
they have bought.  If it is proper food, i.e. not biscuits and 
crisps and sweets then all is well.  Children without proper 
food on arrival at school are likely to be sent home to collect 
some.

NO CHEWING GUM

Remember to do this...

HAVE YOU WASHED YOUR 
HANDS?

Before you leave the house
When you get to school
After going to the toilet
Before you eat
After break and PE
Before you leave school

Have you washed 
your hands?

Remember to do this ...

After going to the toilet

After break and PE

Before you leave the house

When you get to school

Before you eat

WaterSoap Paper towelWash for 
20 seconds

Paper Paper 
toweltowel

DRYDRY

DO NOT come into our school 
if you or someone you live with 

has any of the following:

Check the NHS website if you have symptoms.

a high temperature
a new, continuous cough
a loss of, or change to, your 
sense of smell or taste

Please wait to be invited into 
Reception

Please wash/sanitise your hands as soon as 
possible after entering the building.

Thank you

CORONAVIRUS 
SYMPTOMS

If your child or anyone in your household has 
coronavirus symptoms your child should not be in 
school.  Following the guidance and getting everyone 
tested quickly will help us keep the school open. 
Government guidance asks that you inform us 
immediately of any test results: positive or negative.

If anyone displays symptoms during the day they will 
be escorted to the quarantine room, checked and if 
necessary collected by their parents.

We will let you know about what is happening in 
school.  Please keep us informed about relevant things 
going on at home.



MOVING AROUND SCHOOL THE FIRST WEEK BACK
We have introduced a new one way system for 
students to move around school safely and distancing 
themselves.  Anyone who had previously seen our 
school during lesson change or break times would 
report that the corridors and stairways were crowded 

- very crowded!  The new one way system includes 
opening the back stairways and insisting on a single 
file steady walk on the right between lessons.  Making 
this work properly will require everyone to learn the 
routes, be sensible and follow the system.   

TIMES OF THE DAY

BREAKS & LUNCHES



MOVING AROUND SCHOOL THE FIRST WEEK BACK
We usually bring year groups back to school one at a time during the first week of every academic year.  This will 
be what we do this year.  The first day back is a Tuesday.

No arrival before 8.35 am.  Tutor rooms open at 8.50.   School officially starts at 9.05 am.  There is a 30 minute 
window for arrival.  Children who are late without a good reason may be sent home to work.

Tuesday 1st September Year 7 and 11 attend
Wednesday 2nd September Year 7, 10 and 11 attend
Thursday 3rd September Year 7, 8, 10 and 11 attend
Friday 4th September Everyone in school

The start of each day during week one will be an extended tutor time.  This will be used to check that everyone is 
prepared and ready for the school day.

TIMES OF THE DAY
The times of the day have changed and detailed below.  The main differences are as follows: 
• Arrival straight to form groups from 8.50am to avoid time mingling in larger groups.
• A longer break time
• A shorter lunchtime
• A staggered end of the day to avoid large numbers exiting the site at one time.

Form Time 9.05am 9.15am 10 mins
Lesson 1 9.15am 10.05am 50 mins
Lesson 2 10.05am 10.55am 50 mins
Break 10.55am 11.20am 25 mins
Lesson 3 11.20am 12.10pm 50 mins
Lesson 4 12.10pm 12.55pm 45 mins
Lunch (Form Room) 12.55pm 1.40pm 45 mins
Lesson 5 1.40pm 2.30pm 50 mins
Lesson 6* (see end of the day) 2.30pm 3.30pm Max 60 mins

BREAKS & LUNCHES
Children will have designated places to go during lunch and break times.  Year groups will be kept separate.

When it is raining children will stay in their tutor rooms.  Year 11 will be the only year group that will not be 
required to stay in their classroom.

Fingers crossed that there are not too many wet breaks and lunchtimes.



END OF THE DAY
• Year groups will leave school at slightly different times
• Students will need to leave the site immediately, no hanging around
• Waiting outside the main building is ok if waiting for a brother or sister
• Students with any Restorative Interventions will remain in school.  They start at 3.30pm.

Leaving times as follows: 

Year 10 3.15pm
Year 7 3.19pm
Year 8 3.23pm
Year 9 3.27pm
Year 11 3.30pm

HOME LEARNING - BEING PREPARED
We have been working hard to be prepared for learning from home.  Whilst we do not expect there will be 
another school closure or lockdown we can’t rule it out.  So that all children are ready to be taught from home 
we will start teaching via `Microsoft Teams’ some afternoons every week.  This means that once a week your child 
is likely to leave school at lunchtime and be taught at home by their teacher.  There will be a registration and an 
expectation that they work hard as if they were in school.  The reason for doing this is simple.  If we don’t practise 
teaching to large groups remotely we won’t have worked out all the problems.  We won’t have removed any 
barriers and we won’t be ready.  This afternoon working from home will not start immediately and will not apply 
to year 7 and 11 in the first instance, although both will need to practise at some point; maybe nearer Christmas 
for them.

BEHAVIOUR & MOBILE DEVICES



BEHAVIOUR & MOBILE DEVICES
We expect everyone to work hard and behave well.  It is worth noting that we will be taking a less tolerant 
approach than ever.  It will be hard for children to get used to school after so long away.  We think that being 
more flexible and negotiating won’t work.  It will be tough for some of our children, but let’s get things sorted as 
quickly as possible. 








